CHAPTEK XXXIV

THE MARATHA COUNTER-OFFENSIVE

RETREAT AND DEATH OF THE EMPEROR

RELEASE AND CORONATION OF SHAHIT

A. l>- 17UG TO 1708

AURANGZIB had recourse to two devices m the hope of
securing an unmolested retreat. First ho sent Zulfikar
Khan to besiege Sinhgad, and thus create in the minds of
tho Marathat* the belief that he still intended to reduce
their fortresses. Next ho made Shahu write to various
Maratha leaders and call on thorn to submit. These
letters, the emperor hoped, would create such divisions
among his enemios as would enable him to escape from
their assaults. Neither device was successful. Zulfikar
Khan with his usual skill retook Sinhgad but had then to
try and rejoin the emperor, thus betraying the latter's
plan; and directly Zulfikar Khan left the neighbourhood
Shankar Narayan once more scaled Sinh^ad*. Shahu's
letters, written as they were at the dictation of Aurangzib,
were very properly disregarded* Seeing that the grand
army was about to fall back, the Marathas strained every
nervo to destroy it, before it reached a place of safety*
Hamid-ud-din Khan was in charge of tho Moghul rear-
guard. But so anxious was he to save himself, that he
gave tho post of danger to youngur and untried officers.
Between Bflhadurpur and Ahmadnngar, which tho retreat-
ing army was struggling to reach, Dhanaji Jadav with a
great Maratha force fell upon the rearguard. It was
entirely destroyed or dispersed, its commanders were
killed or held to ransom and the emperor's own baggage
*Scott'a Deooan,